Progressive Bag Alliance Says Plastic Bag Ban is a Mistake
 
Industry Group Proposes Recycling and Practical Solutions to Address Plastic Bags;

Cautions Against Unintended Consequence of Extreme Measures

 

Houston, TX – September 18, 2007 – The Progressive Bag Alliance (PBA), an association of plastic bag manufacturers, today called on the Philadelphia City Council to refrain from a ban on plastic bags in favor of practical measures to achieve the same goal.  The PBA cautioned against negative environmental and economic repercussions that would likely result from an extreme move like a product ban.  

 

“Practical alternatives to address litter and waste are better for the environment and the economy of communities who have concerns about plastic bag use,” said Isaac Bazbaz, chairman of the Progressive Bag Alliance.  “The at-store recycling model works well in Pennsylvania, by allowing customers to return bags to their markets for recycling.  Bagger training programs have also proven powerful in reducing bag use, which is really what communities should be trying to accomplish.  Banning bags doesn’t work.”

 

Practical Campaign Elements

As a consortium of manufacturers, the Progressive Bag Alliance recognizes their responsibility as producers and has identified four key ingredients to a successful and sustainable plastic bag reduction program:

 

At-Store Recycling: Recycling at supermarkets and retail stores has proven successful in Pennsylvania by providing easy access to recycling infrastructure.  Retailers voluntarily initiate at-store recycling programs and provide visible bins for collection; Manufacturers help develop educational materials to encourage recycling, reducing and reusing of plastic bags; bags collected at the stores must be transported and recycled in a manner that doesn’t interfere with the local jurisdiction’s existing recycling procedures; and plastic carryout bags provided by the store must be printed with  language indicating and reminding the consumer to bring their bags back to the store because they are 100% recyclable.

 

Bagger Training and bag reduction: The PBA is committed to training retailers about the proper use and packing of plastic bags to reduce unnecessary excess.  Consumers can also help by asking store clerks to stop double-bagging and put more items in each bag.

 

Reusable Bags:  PBA recognizes that reusable bags present a workable option for certain lifestyles and recommends that stores provide reusable shopping totes for sale near the checkout. Reusable bags however cannot match the utility of a plastic bag, especially with regard to health issues presented by produce, meats and poultry, not to mention protection against moisture leakage.  

 

Measurement:  PBA is working with its partners to establish a standardized method of measurement that will work for all grocers and involved parties.  Measurement will illustrate the efficacy of recycling and bag reduction programs.  

 

Unintended Consequences of a Ban

Plastic bags are preferred by more than 90% of consumers for their versatility, durability, hygienic properties and water resistance.  As a result of this popularity, a ban will simply cause unprecedented demand for alternative products without achieving the goal of reducing litter or diverting waste from the landfill.  

 

The demand for paper products in a market like Philadelphia will likely exceed production capacity while negatively impacting the environment through increased tree consumption, increased road traffic and increased costs to the consumers.  

 

Compostable bags will likely cause their own adverse impacts on environment and economy.  Among other issues these bags require a specialized commercial composting facility, which may not be available in Philadelphia.

