Mr. Nutter-
 
My name is Bob Sola.  I grew up in Northeast Philadelphia and am a graduate of your alma mater - St. Joseph's Prep (1990).  I am a current resident of Fishtown and I work as a public school counselor.
 
I am also a registered Democrat who voted for you in the primary.  I convinced my cousin Tom (Prep 1982) and many others to vote for you – in large part because in March you supported the ballot question asking voters whether the city should ban casinos from within 1,500 feet of schools, homes, houses of worship, playgrounds, public pools, libraries or civic centers.
 
I was disgusted to find out that you have allowed Tad Decker to host a $500 a plate dinner for your campaign – less than a month after Decker resigned from the PGCB.  As you know, Decker’s firm, Cozen O’Connor, now represents the SugarHouse and Mount Airy casinos.  Below, see a recent email I sent to Mr. Decker.  This will show you what I think of the man you have aligned yourself with.
 
You have been bought.  Short of canceling the dinner – there is nothing you could say or do that would convince me otherwise.
 
My fiance and I are getting married in March.  Maureen has lived in South Philly her entire life and she bought her grandmother’s house in Pennsport – where Foxwoods will be built.  We are both graduates of St. Joseph’s University and make a combined income of $160,000.  We are Philadelphia’s natural resources – the very home-grown talent that Philadelphia so desperately needs to keep – both for the neighborhood stability and the tax base.  We stayed even though we both work outside the city – Maureen in Blue Bell and I in Berwyn.
 
Before these casinos arrive – Maureen and I are moving out of Philadelphia and to the suburbs.  We are taking out combined $8000 in wage tax with us.  We would NEVER raise a family next to a casino.  Would you, Mr. Nutter?  How many other couples are like us?
 
Unless you cancel this dinner, I will vote Republican in November and will dedicate myself to telling EVERYONE how you sold yourself and that they should not vote for you.
 
Shame on you, Michael Nutter.  Remind yourself of the motto of your alma mater:  you are supposed to be a “man for others”.  Instead you have put your campaign, the casino industry, and political insiders like Decker and Sprague before the lower middle class residents of the Philadelphia river wards.  Have you forgotten where you came from?
 
I thought you were a man who had principles.
 
Bob Sola
****

