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COMMITTEE OF SEVENTY RELEASES POSITIONS ON 

NOVEMBER 2007 BALLOT QUESTIONS 

Urges “No” Vote on Creating Two New City Positions 
PHILADELPHIA – October 22, 2007 – The Committee of Seventy today announced its positions on three proposed amendments to the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter that will be presented to voters on the November 6, 2007 ballot. In a posting on the organization’s web site – www.seventy.org – the non-partisan organization recommended “no” votes on the creation of two new positions in City government: a Public School Family and Child Advocate and a Handicapped and Disabled Advocate. If approved by the voters, Seventy strongly urged Mayor John Street to let his successor fill these positions. Seventy also recommended a “yes” vote on a one year pre-election residency requirement for District Council candidates. No recommendation was made on a City bond question that is not a proposed Charter amendment.       
“Ballot questions intimidate voters,” said Zack Stalberg, Seventy’s President and CEO. “Little information is available about what the questions mean or how they impact the City. Seventy’s goal is to help voters make informed decisions.” Seventy commended City Council for doing its part to make it easier for voters by placing only three proposed Charter amendments on the November ballot. In a letter sent last June to Council President Anna Verna and other members of Council, Seventy expressed a growing concern about the proliferation of Charter amendments, 
including eight on the May 15th primary election ballot. 

-- more --
Stalberg explained that a central focus of Seventy’s analysis of ballot questions is whether an issue is appropriate for inclusion in the City Charter, Philadelphia’s permanent governing document. “Council has shown a growing trend to use the Charter amendment process to express sentiments on issues wholly unrelated to municipal governance,” Stalberg said, citing as an example the May 2007 question on urging the withdrawal of troops from Iraq. “Although Seventy does not favor two of the three upcoming ballot questions, at least they are appropriate for presenting to the voters.”   

Stalberg stated that Seventy’s recommendation of a “yes” vote on Ballot Question #1 – amending the City Charter to require District Council candidates to live in the district for one year prior to an election – was aimed to assure that a candidate is more aware of, and invested in, the interests of the district and to prevent a party machine from handpicking a candidate to run in a random district. District Council candidates are now required to live in the District only after they are elected.  Stalberg also pointed out that candidates for state House and Senate seats have a similar one year residency requirement. “While Seventy generally favors widening the pool of qualified candidates to run for any given office, adding a one year residency requirement should not deter any serious contenders from seeking District Council seats,” he said.

Stalberg expressed Seventy’s strong reservations about amending the City Charter to create a Public School Family and Child Advocate (Ballot Question #2) and a Handicapped and Disabled Advocate (Ballot Question #3). The creation of the two new government positions – each with a $100,000 salary – was recommended in legislation sponsored by outgoing Fourth District Council member Carol Ann Campbell, who was defeated in the May primary.  
“Expanding the bureaucracy should be done only if proven essential to improving government effectiveness,” Stalberg said. “Seventy sees no compelling reason to create either $100,000 position, plus staff, particularly at a time when the City should be exercising fiscal restraint.” Stalberg noted that many organizations already advocate effectively on behalf of the City’s public school families and also questioned the need for a Handicapped and Disabled Advocate when a Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities is already in place. Stalberg further 
-- more --  

warned Council that designating an advocate for two special interest groups could lead to “an  

avalanche of demands from other constituencies for their advocates of their own.” 

Of particular concern to Seventy is the absence of an effective date for the “advocate” ballot questions, which could open the door for appointments during Mayor Street’s final days in office. “If voters approve the creation of these positions, there is nothing to prevent John Street from hamstringing the next administration by making his own picks,” Stalberg said. “The Mayor-elect should have the flexibility to create his own government.” 

Stalberg said that Seventy would continue to speak out on issues that are appropriate for a Charter amendment and also within its organizational mission. “Seventy is aggressively campaigning for government that is more open, honest, competent and competitive,” he said. “All three proposed Charter amendments fit within this mission.” 

Finally, Stalberg underscored the importance of voting on November 6th, notwithstanding the presumed outcome of the Mayor’s race. “In addition to the ballot questions, there are important City Council and judicial contests,” he said. “Never say that your vote doesn’t matter.” 
The Committee of Seventy is a non-partisan organization conducting a permanent campaign to improve the Philadelphia region by demanding ethical conduct of public officials, safeguarding elections, promoting government efficiency and educating citizens. A chart outlining the ballot questions, the Plain English Statements provided by the City Solicitor’s Office and Seventy’s recommendations is attached.   
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